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From the Head of Junior School
Rev Keith Peterson
It’s always a great encouragement to us just how many parents, grandparents,
special friends come along to support our Junior School Assemblies. Your
presence really makes real our sense of community and is such an
encouragement to staff and to children. Thank you!
If you have attended a Junior School Monday – or Community Celebration –
Assembly lately, then you will have noticed that our Student Awards are now
expressed from a different framework of intention and meaning.
So, what was previously announced as, ‘Student Citizenship Award’ is now
announced and celebrated as, ‘Building Christian Community’ and what was
previously announced as ‘Student Academic Award’ is now announced and
celebrated as, ‘Celebrating Becoming Better Learners’.
Sounds a bit pedantic? Why the change?
Well really this change is representative – the tip of an iceberg with a very
meaningful flag on top – of wider initiative, change and development that is
incrementally occurring across the College. At its heart is the understanding
and inspiration behind a way of encouraging all children to become their very
best selves as learners and as people. This framework of understanding and
enabling is called, ‘Growth Mindset’.
And that means what?
Well…
A ‘Growth Mindset’ is an understanding that intelligence – intelligence and
heart – is not FIXED, but that with awareness, choice and guidance we all
have facility to change our way of thinking so that learning becomes firstly all
about being and then about doing.
James Anderson describes Growth Mindset this way:
‘…students with a Growth Mindset understand that learning is about making
yourself better. They understand that becoming comes before being. In other
words learning allows you to become what you want to be.’
So our renewed categories for Student Awards give us the opportunity to
make this very positive alignment; to bring to our children an aligned
understanding of themselves and of their potential that ‘best fits’, for example,
the intention, vocabulary and heart of the College’s P-12 ‘Learning Journey’
and ‘Pastoral Care Framework’.

It also means that our Awards find extra traction as tools towards
encouraging our children on the Growth Road of God’s Kingdom’ as
they identify and affirm the growth tools available as ‘Christian Virtues’
towards developing character, heart and grace as members of a
community that is everyday asking the Lord God Himself to grow His
Kingdom amongst us as the King.
Please do listen out for these ‘new’ Awards.
I do commend them to you.
Every blessing!

Chaplaincy Chat
Rev Jeremy Clark

Billy Graham

John 14:6 – Jesus answered, ‘I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.’
‘Some day you will read or hear that Billy Graham is dead. Don't you believe a word of it. I shall be more
alive than I am now. I will just have changed my address. I will have gone into the presence of God.’
So goes a quote of one of the most influential men of the 20th century. Billy Graham died on February 21st this year
aged 99. Billy preached the message about Jesus to hundreds of millions around the world. In 1959 he drew the largest
ever crowd to the MCG (over 130,000). A few months later over 150,000 at the Sydney Showground and Sydney Cricket
Ground were challenged by his powerful preaching. Many who converted those days became influential members of
the Australian Christian community. There has not been a time like it in Australia since. Personally I don’t see a time
like this happening again, we live in a very different world.
Despite Billy’s reputation, dare I say it, rock star status, he still held to a simple message. A message about God’s love
shown through his son. His favourite verse, as recorded on his headstone (quoted above) is as clear and straightforward
as much of Billy’s preaching. There is only one way to the Father and that is through his son, Jesus Christ. Billy now
knows the reality of that verse as he lives in eternity with his saviour.
Do you have a future in the presence of God to look forward to? Do you know the way to get there?
If you wish to chat about the Christian faith or ask general questions about chaplaincy, please contact the Chaplaincy
Team at the College.

Secondary School Swimming Carnival

HICES Debating Report – Round 1
Mr Tom Lavelle
With the completion of round 1 debates on Monday, March 5th and a great win to our Middle division, Arndell White team,
Arndell enjoyed its best ever first round results, winning 6 of 7 debates contested. This level of “win” success is very rare
and needs to be enjoyed whilst we can. Arndell Anglican College had already hosted most of our traditional first round of
the HICES Debating competition for the Outer North West region on Tuesday, 27th February. Through a redistribution of
the regions and the withdrawal of teams from some schools, this was a much smaller event this year. Numbers were
around half, with 6 schools (10 last year) and only 18 teams (instead of 42) coming to Arndell in 2018.
Sadly, our Open and Year 8 teams won by default (forfeit) against their St. Paul’s Grammar School opponents, whilst the
Year 9 team of Evie Claxton, Caleb Clark, Maylee Neary and Ben Webb struggled arguing the negative for the Senior
topic “That Facebook has irrevocably altered the nature of friendship”, going down narrowly to a good team from Hills
Grammar School.
The Year 10 (Senior Red) combination of Gemma Thompson, Noah Shean, Clayton Isaacs and Teale Simmons, our
defending HICES Senior Champions, enjoyed an excellent win over Hills Grammar School arguing the affirmative of the
same topic. The Junior School team, under the tutelage of our chaplain Rev Clark, enjoyed a tremendous win, arguing
the negative for the topic “That there should be a tax on household rubbish”. The Year 7 team of Michaela Thompson,
Natalie McMurray, Brady McPhee and Abby Peters, ably supported by Ms Laroumanie, were equally impressive in
winning their first HICES debate against Rouse Hill Anglican. They affirmed “That the government should protect high
street retailers from on-line shopping.”
A huge thank you to all those staff who helped to make the afternoon run as smoothly as possible. The next round will
be hosted by Hills Grammar School on Wednesday, 14th March.

Helping Kids with Cancer
Cassie Steenbeeke
Lots of people are touched by cancer but I think kids having cancer is the worst. Many
of these children face the same battle as adults with cancer. Like us they have so much
to look forward to and I want to do everything I can to help them have the life they should
(and deserve) to have.
So on the 23rd of March, in celebration of World Happiness Day, I will be raising money
for Kids with Cancer and I need your help in this fight.
I will be asking for donations for the “Kids with Cancer Foundation Australia”….either in
the box you will find in the front office or via Everyday Hero (Cassie’s fight for kids with
cancer 2018) https://give.everydayhero.com/au/cassie-s-fight-for-kids-with-cancer2018). My goal is to raise $5,000 and awareness for children with cancer.
I will be cutting off my hair and donating it to Variety Club www.variety.org.au/Get-involved/DonateYourHair. My hair will
be used to make a wig for children who have lost their hair due to sickness. I want to encourage you to Donate your hair
for a wig too.
So please help and donate. Whether you help by putting a dollar in the box, cutting your hair or even coming and
supporting me at the sausage sizzle on Friday the 23 rd of March. It also helps. Every little thing means more than the
world to a sick child.
Because to defeat the powerful disease of cancer, we must come together to unite and show our power as a school, as
a community and as humanity.

Information Evenings
Events & More

Events @ Arndell
Parent Workshops
Our groups are developed in direct response to gaps in
services in the area, feedback from members of the local
community and other community service interagencies.

Workshop/ Group:

Details

Date(s):

Time(s):

2018 Terms 1 & 2:
Parent Connect
With FREE childcare

For Dad’s & Mums
of children aged
0—8 years

12th&26th Feb,
12th & 26th March, 7th

10am—
12noon

& 21st May, 4th & 18th
June, 2nd July

Managing Kids
Challenging
Behaviours
WITH FREE
CHILDCARE

Teens- Breaking
Down the Wall
3 weeks ongoing

Beating Bullying
WITH FREE
CHILDCARE

Helping Teens with
Risky Behaviours

Toddler Behaviour Tactics for Parents
WITH FREE
CHILDCARE
My Space - Your
Space—Socialisation
Skills for Primary
School Kids
Stress Management
for Dads
WITH FREE

For Dads and
Mums/
primary carers of
children aged 0-12
years

3 weeks
ongoing Saturdays:
3rd. 10th & 17th March
2018

10am 12.30pm

For Dads and
Mums/
primary carers of
teens

3 weeks
ongoing Wednesday:
7th, 14th & 21st March
2018

6.30 - 9pm

For Dads and
Mums/
primary carers of
children aged 0-12
years

Weds 28th March 2018

6.30 - 9pm

For Dads and
Mums/
primary carers of
teens

Weds 4th April 2018

6.30 - 9pm

For Dads and
Mums/
primary carers of
children aged 0-12
years

Weds 11th April 2018

10am 12.30pm

For Primary school
children aged 58years

Tuesday 17th April 2018

9.30am 12.30pm

For Dads

2 x Monday evenings
30th April & 7th May
2018

6.30-9pm

CHILDCARE

http://www.rcsi-neighbourhoodcentre.org/
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Headmaster:

Mr Gareth Leechman

Deputy Headmaster:

Mr James Webb

Head of Senior School:

Mr Leighton Corr

Head of Middle School:

Mr Austin Robinson

Head of Junior School:
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Deputy Head of Junior School:
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Director of Curriculum:

Mrs Karen Merrick

Director of Teaching and Learning:

Mr Jim Milford

Chaplain:

Rev. Jeremy Clark

Business Manager:
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Enrolments Manager:

Mrs Roxanne Arnold

Careers and Tertiary Education Advisor:

Mr Tom Lavelle

Equestrian Co-ordinator:

Mr Leon Carroll
equestrian@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Uniform Shop:

Mrs Liz Moore – 4572 3254
Shop Opening Hours – Term Time
Monday – 2.30 pm to 4.00 pm
Tuesday – 8.15 am to 4.00 pm
Thursday – 8.15 am to 6.00 pm

Before and After School Care:

Camp Australia - 1300 105 343 (for bookings)
www.campaustralia.com.au
Before School Care: 6:45 am – 8:45 am
After School Care: 2:45 pm – 6:00 pm
Ms Amber Torney (Coordinator) – 0401 904 531

Canteen:

Monday – Friday – 4545 2486

Website:

www.arndell.nsw.edu.au

Advocate Newsletter:

roxanne.arnold@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Sport Scene Newsletter:

sport@arndell.nsw.edu.au

