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From the Deputy Head of Junior School
Mrs Tamasin Lowe
As we approach the end of Term 1 2018, I reflect
on the positive start we have experienced in the
Junior School. Our refurbished classrooms in
Stage 1 have been well received by our students
and teachers and it is obvious that they have
positively impacted classroom climate in the Year
1 and 2 classrooms. Our Year 6 classes have
also settled into their new classrooms
overlooking our outdoor learning space we have
officially named ‘The Rock Garden’.
It has been lovely to see students enjoying this space as they spend time creating
artworks, learning about the environment, working outdoors in small collaborative
learning groups or using the space for social purposes during recess and lunch.
Our seven new teaching staff members have recently completed their new
teacher induction program and have commented on the warm welcome they have
received from the school community.
A main focus area for the Junior School this term has been to introduce revised
Positive Behaviour Guidelines and to implement processes and strategies to
actively encourage positive behaviour. We recognise the importance of providing
an educational environment where all students feel happy and safe. As per our
Positive Behaviour Guidelines ‘…we believe that every person is equally
important; that every person has an equal right to grow and to flourish’.
Classroom teachers began the year implementing units of work focused on core
values and explicitly teaching the Junior School’s ‘Golden Rules’ for both the
classroom and the playground. We are focused on teaching students that choices
lead to consequences, that each individual is responsible for their behaviour and
that each individual should take ownership for their decisions and actions.
Teaching staff working in the Junior School, including specialist staff, have
participated in staff training focused on the use of a clearly communicated,
consistent and fair approach to the management of behaviour.
To best support the varied needs of students, we must work together. We value
working in partnership with parents and thank those families who have been open
in their communication with us regarding the needs of their children.
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Our aim is to enhance learning opportunities for our students so that we can
prepare our students to serve their purpose in this world. Ephesians 2:10 ‘For
we are God’s handiwork, created in Christ Jesus to do good works, which God
has planned in advance for us to do.’
I am encouraged by the knowledge that God has a
plan for each individual, that He will equip His people
and that He is present in our school. I look forward to
nurturing and witnessing the growth of our students
this year and beyond.

Chaplaincy Chat
Rev Jeremy Clark
Redemption?
1 Peter 3:18 ‘Christ died for sins, once for all, the righteous for the unrighteous, to bring you to God.’
‘I’m sorry for what I’ve done. I take full responsibility and accept the punishment that has been given to me.’ So
has gone the narrative for three of our Australian cricketers this last week. They were caught out doing the wrong
thing, charged and have received significant consequences. We’ve seen their sadness as they’ve fronted the
media. Whilst many ask questions about their sincerity, we have seen a response that shows we will not accept
people deliberately cheating in a game.
At the same time we’ve heard talk of hope. A hope for these players that they might be able to play the game at
the level they love once again. They hope people will forgive them, even that they might be redeemed in the public
eye. Their acceptance of the charges without challenge in the last few days has gone a little way to restoring their
reputations in the public eye.
For me as a Christian there is a deeper level to this whole situation. We’ve been disappointed that the players tried
to hide what they’d done, that they weren’t honest when first challenged. If they had owned up to their failure
straight away then the punishment may have been less, I’m sure we would have been more accepting. We still
question how sorry they really are, although I suspect we will accept it as we too would want to be forgiven if we
say we’re sorry.
For the Christian there is a recognition that we are all guilty before God. That we have broken God’s rule for life to
live under him. Christians are those who have acknowledged they deserve a punishment from God. The redemption
that we long for is present because Jesus has taken the eternal punishment we deserve. So we come before God,
not on our own merit, but trusting in Jesus who died for us.
Can the cricketers be redeemed in the game, probably? Can we be redeemed in an eternal sense? Definitely if we
trust in Jesus. What about you?
If you have any questions about the Christian faith or chaplaincy at the College, please contact the Chaplaincy
team.

World Happiness Day
On the 23rd of March 2018 in conjunction with World Happiness Day – Year
8 Student – Cassandra Steenbeeke (along with her mum) cut and donated
their hair in support of the Kids with Cancer Foundation.
Through her fundraising efforts the College raised $2,861 in support of the
Variety Club. Overall Cassie raised over $5,000.
Well done Cassie!

Sydney Royal
Mrs Nicole Evans
Arndell’s first Sydney Royal Easter show with sheep, cattle and pumpkins was a great success. The students that
were part of the show team were:
Year 8: Courtney Evans and Madison Harris

Year 9: Kiara Radke and Attila Toth

Year 10: Matthew Holman, Sarah Black and Jessie Gregory

Year 12: Abbey White

We entered two giant Atlantic pumpkins that kindergarten planted in 2017. The primary school entered one and the
senior school entered the other. Both received a first place!
Our sheep placed in various classes. The ram “Ed Shearin’” placed 3rd in the Schools
interbreed ram and 2nd in the Australian white Ram born 2016. Our ewe “Carter” received
a 5th place in the schools interbreed ewe class. In the sheep handlers class, Atilla Toth
was in the top 9 students (8 girls and he was the only boy).
The cattle didn’t place this year but they both behaved well and we had the privilege of
being the first people to show the Wagyu breed live in Australia. The students paraded the
Wagyu bull “Maisuzu” in the Grand Parade twice.
We had the opportunity to meet a few famous people. The Prime Minister Malcolm Turnbull was convinced by
Kiara Radke to visit our Wagyu bull and get a photo. Also Mrs Venessa Black was interviewed by Costa the garden
guru about the pumpkins that Arndell grew.
A big thankyou to the parents for dropping off their children each morning at school to get to the show early. Also
many thanks to Mr Steven Nutt, Mr Paul Costa and Mr Anthony Flicker who are parents at the school who purchased
the Limousin steer that we exhibited in the Woolworths Trade Steer Competition. And finally thanks to Mr Takao
Suzuki who lent us the Wagyu bull. The Agriculture students have learnt a lot about different breeds of animals and
feeding, handling, washing and parading animals prior to shows.

Duke of Ed
Students are participating in a Knitting Group to complete squares that will
be made into blankets. Blankets are being provided to the Hawkesbury
Community Kitchen for those in need.
Students have chosen to do this activity as part of their Duke of Edinburgh
Awards as either their Community Service element or their Skill component,
meeting each Tuesday at lunchtime.
Approx. 12 students are knitting and crocheting along with a few staff
including Miss Claire Hainey who has been teaching the students to knit.

Sydney Royal - Student Activities
Congratulations to Caitlin Fraser for her performances at
the Sydney Royal Easter Show. Caitlin performed in the
Main Arena in “The Greatest Easter Show Spectacular”
part of Vaultaire.
Caitlin was also taking part in the lunchtime entertainment
demonstrating the sport of vaulting. Well done Caitlin.

Congratulations also to Junior School student
Angelina Thompson on her achievements at the
Sydney Royal.
Angie placed first in her Under 11’s riding year and
then went on to be awarded champion PC Rider
under 17 years. Well done Angie.

College Communication Policy
Please refer to the College Website in relation to the College’s Communication Policy
http://www.arndell.nsw.edu.au/content/reports-policies

Senior School Athletics Carnival

Early Stage 1 & Stage 1 Easter Hat Parade

Uniform Shop

Junior School Disco
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