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From the Headmaster
Mr Gareth Leechman
I am pleased to report the 2017 musical Little Shop of Horrors is progressing well as it nears
the final weeks of preparation.
Mrs Wilson is the director for the production and as choreographer she has incorporated the
Year 9 and 10 Dance classes into the process by creating classroom based units of work that
are assessed through involvement in the production. Mrs Court is the music director working
with students from Year 7 to 12 on the orchestration of the musical. Mrs Morrison is assistant
music director and has worked with the lead cast on their vocal work. Mr Wilson has
undertaken the role of producer and have also designed and built the puppets that are used
for the show.
The lead cast is one of the youngest groups we have worked with. Will Linder and
Rachel McMurray are both Year 9 students who play the lead roles of Seymour and Audrey.
Scott Charlesworth and Kurtis McGarrity of Year 10 play the secondary roles of Mr Mushnik
and The Dentist. The Doo Wop group is made up of girls from Year 8 – 12 and provide the
vocal narration of the show.
Throughout the course of the process close to 100
students have been involved in the production. This year
we have had assistance in set building from Mr Refalo and
his Year 10 wood tech class. The Year 9 Graphics
students were invited to design the poster to be used for
media purposes. William Bell was the recipient and his
poster can now be seen on Facebook, Instagram and
around the College. Mrs New has enlisted a group of
Visual Arts students who are currently painting the sets as
part of the art after hour’s program.
Tickets are now ready for purchase, may I encourage you to purchase those as quickly as you
can. I have no doubt the three shows will be a sell-out.
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‘Learning through Christ’
Chaplaincy Chat
Rev. Jeremy Clark
Last year on a chilly and drizzling winter morning I decided to join one of the local churches
as they ran their annual Day Camp. I’d heard about Day Camp but wanted to see it for
myself. Leaders met (including high school students who were in training) and then the kids
arrived for a beginning session. Then we jumped on buses to go to the camp location.
Excitement filled the air.
At the location kids got off buses in their groups and headed to their ‘base’. I had the chance
to wander around each of the bases to find kids having a great time in the bush, collecting
firewood, cooking food, creating their own games. It was well supervised and the leaders
had a personal care for each of the kids in their group.
At the end of the day we piled back into the buses. Even though it had been drizzly most of the day the enthusiasm
had not been affected. The kids went home for the night but seemed excited to be coming back again for another
day.
A number of our local churches (including Pitt Town, Wilberforce and Richmond Anglican Churches) and Crusaders
are running Day Camps in the next holidays. Not all of them go out into the bush but they all provide a great program
which kids enjoy. Let me encourage you to consider one of these camps for your child. Please find later in the
Advocate some brochures and contact details for more information.
If you wish to chat about the Christian faith or ask general questions about chaplaincy, please contact the Chaplaincy
Team at the College.

Australian Speech Communication Awards
Mrs Carolyn McKenzie
Annually In excess of 3000 students across NSW, Qld and Victoria from many schools and private studios study the
ASCA program to develop skills in speech and communication and are then examined by ASCA's assessors. Arndell
Anglican College students who have Speech and Drama tuition participate in these examinations.
An Awards Ceremony was held at Ravenswood School for Girls' at Gordon to celebrate outstanding achievements
from the 2016 examinations.
The award winning students came from all over NSW. The Hawkesbury District and Arndell Anglican College were
proudly represented by the following students.
Centre Medals – Ainsley Fraser (Senior) & Madison Agius (Junior)
Studio Medals – Greer Johnson (Senior) & Colbey Ellison (Junior)
Studio Achievement Awards – Annabelle Leechman, Bridget Agius
Certificate of Communication (Cert. Com. ASCA) – Ainsley Fraser
As well as the Presentation of Centre, Studio, Studio Achievement
Medals, Certificates and Diplomas the guests enjoyed varied and
entertaining performances of items presented during their
examinations. The presenter and speaker was Amy Dale, journalist
and media adviser and former student of ASCA.
Amy spoke about how her ASCA background had helped her immensely in her career in journalism from being a
news and court reporter, a sport reporter for the Daily Telegraph and a Senior Media Adviser for the Minster for Family
and Community Services.
We congratulate these students for proudly representing Arndell Anglican College and for the recognition of their
extraordinary talent.
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‘Learning through Christ’
Pre-Kindergarten 2017
Mrs Elissa Turville & Mrs Rebecca Craven
As part of their unit of work on Planting and Growing, Prep classes invited parents and special friends to take part in
a gardening afternoon. Students and visitors planted new plants in the Prep garden and made delicious kebabs from
garden produce. A range of garden related craft, play and literacy activities were undertaken with the help of our
special visitors. Thank you to all who made the Prep Gardening Afternoons possible.

THE ARNDELL ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER 2017

118 - 124 WOLSELEY ROAD OAKVILLE NSW

PH: 02 4572 3633

‘Learning through Christ’
Parent Messages to Students
Mr James Webb
We have of late been requested by parents to pass on messages to students in relation to changes to after school
collection / pick up arrangements with this advice being received in the last few minutes of the school day.
Whilst the College will always endeavour to pass messages on to students from parents in relation to changes to
collection and afternoon pick up arrangements we cannot guarantee that your child can be advised of these changes
at such short notice.
As such, if parents could please advise the administration office of such messages prior to 2.30 pm it would be greatly
appreciated. Emergency messages will of course still be given priority.

Growth Mindset for Parents
Mr Jim Milford
Recently, an article about Growth Mindset (GM) appeared in the Advocate. It mentioned that over the past two years,
a number of staff at Arndell through the work of the Pedagogy Committee have been researching GM – what it is and
what impact it can have on the learning of our students.
From the teaching perspective we have developed and implemented Teacher Learning Communities (TLC) within
the College. We have 8 groups working across the P-12 staff and two of them are working on Growth Mindset.
Without going into too much detail, some of the staff are focussed on trialling the GM processes in the class then
evaluating it and reporting back to their TLC. It is early days yet but it is all part of the professional growth and learning
our teaching staff are undergoing to bring the best we can for the students.
One of the things that came up in a GM TLC workshop was that parents might like to know about and use GM with
their children too. So, we can access a 30 minute free mini-course designed for parents. There are 10 lessons and
each one is a few minutes long making up the 30 minutes. It gives some explanation of GM and simple hints how it
can be used with your own children. I recommend having a look at it.
This is the link: https://www.mindsetkit.org/growth-mindset-parents

Senior School – Parent Teacher Interviews
Mrs Leigh McGowen
The parent teacher interview is a valuable opportunity for parents and students to meet together with the subject
teachers to discuss in more detail the achievement and progress of their son / daughter throughout the semester and
it is therefore encouraged that parents request to meet each of their son / daughters teachers.
Parent Teacher Interviews will be held in the College Gym in Week 9 as follows:




Years 7 & 8 Monday
Years 9 & 10 Tuesday
Year 11
Wednesday

19 June 2017
20 June 2017
21 June 2017

3:30 - 9:00pm
3:30 - 9:00pm
3:30 - 7:00pm

An email will be sent to parents providing Edval online Parent Teacher Interview login details during Week 7. Parents
are asked to login to the parent portal and check their email details are correct before 5 June 2017.

Junior School – Seesaw App
Mr Steven Catt
Don’t forget to sign up to your child’s Seesaw account to keep up to
date with the amazing work they are doing!
Also, please leave comments on their work, they love it!!! If you
need your log in code again please see your child’s teacher.
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‘Learning through Christ’
Agriculture @ Arndell
Mrs Nicole Evans
Arndell entered two steers in the Hoof and Hook competition at the Hawkesbury show this year. Mr Frank Fava
generously provided the school with his Angus X limousine steers. It was Frank’s request for the students to choose
the best animal to be the “charity steer”. This would raise money for the Autism Foundation at the steer auction. The
Agriculture students rose to the challenge of gentling the steers as well as keeping them in the specifications (not
being over 480kg, but having enough fat cover).
The steer named “Beef Cheeks” received a 3rd place in the heavy weight class at the show. Many thanks to the
following students who attended the Hawkesbury show: Bianca Negus, Laura Smith, Tiannah Dobing, Maddy Sainty,
Lucy Bittendorfer, Matthew Holman, Chloe Kelleher, Joshua Dunn, Abbey White and Courtney Evans. We were
delighted to raise close to $2,000 for the Autism Foundation at the auction.
Year 12 Agriculture class attended the chiller room at the Wilberforce abattoir to see how the steers performed. We
received a 1st place for Beef Cheeks scoring 90.5% and a 3rd place for Steak scoring 87.5%. Well done to Year 12
Agriculture for all their help in handling and preparing the animals before the competition.
Arndell also entered five sheep at the Hawkesbury show. We took four Australian White ewes and one Dorper wether
lamb. One ewe placed 3rd in the ewe lamb class and our wether lamb received a 1st place. A number of students
also went in the sheep handler class and Courtney Evans made it into the top 8 for the junior class. Laura Smith
received 2nd place and Tiannah Dobing received 3rd place in the senior section. Well done to all the students
handling sheep, they were quite difficult as we had only handled them for 2 weeks before the show!
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‘Learning through Christ’
Student Achievements & Performances
Senior School
Da Vinci Decathlon Competition – report by India Culey, Year 7
On Tuesday, 23rd May, Arndell sent two teams, from Year 7 and 8, and on Wednesday, 24th May, three teams from
Years 9 to 11, to Knox Grammar School for the Da Vinci Decathlon. The Year 7 team consisted of Cassie
Steenbeeke, Sophie Walker, Kiara Wilson, Ebony Cusack, Emma Grima, Daniel Fallon, and myself. The day was
extremely fun and we all enjoyed ourselves greatly.
It started with English, Ideation and Science. Ideation was new this year, and was a bit confusing at first. The task
was to identify the problem of fake news, why it matters, the barriers to stopping it and some possible solutions. We
then had to conclude a solution to the problem. Sophie and I were working on that. During this time, each school
had a team doing Creative Producers every 10 minutes.
In Engineering, the task was to create a model representing hydroelectricity, which was done very successfully by
Daniel. Cartography was very difficult for most of us, so Kiara and Ebony did well in what they did. In Art and Poetry,
which Sophie and I did, we had to create a poem and artwork about a global concern. Sophie wrote an amazing
poem about water pollution, and together the two of us worked to complete the artwork in the set time.
We all were challenged by the day, but we all enjoyed it, too. Though sometimes it was quite difficult, we did quite
well, seeing as though some things came brand new to us. We would like to say thank Miss Turnbull and Mr Wark
for organising the team and helping us prepare. Without you, none of this could have happened.
Taylah Lawless – NSW All Schools Tennis 2017
Congratulations to Taylah Lawless of Year 8 who recently participated in the NSW All
Schools Tennis Pizzey Cup at the Australian Secondary Schools Tennis Championships in
Victoria. NSW all schools Manager Mr Paul Creighton commented that Taylah displayed a
‘methodical and professional approach throughout the Championship’ and added that
‘Taylah demonstrated a passion for challenging herself in order to succeed at the
tournament’.
The NSW Team went through the Championship undefeated and were awarded the
crowned Pizzey Cup Champions for 2017. Well done Taylah.

Arndell Alumni News
Mrs Cyndy Dyer
During week four of this term, I had the privilege of attending a runway show at the Mercedes-Benz Fashion Week at
Carriageworks in Eveleigh. Two former Textile students, Elise Bonner and Jordan Simek were amongst an extremely
talented group of Australian fashion designers and models who were invited to present their
work to an international audience.
The opportunity is only offered to a very limited number of established fashion designers
and the most notable emerging talent in Australia. It is Australia’s only international fashion
event. Elise established her brand, Tone Fitness Apparel in 2014 where she designs active
wear for women. Jordan, a former contestant on Australia’s Next Top Model in 2016 has
been photographed for Vogue Magazine and is now being mentored by one of Australia’s
best known models, Megan Gale.
The girls teamed up to provide a stylish, high quality presentation and have demonstrated
how very capable and successful Arndell students can be. Elise and Jordan should be very
proud of their amazing work.
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‘Learning through Christ’
School Musical
Mrs Michelle Wilson
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‘Learning through Christ’

2017 Term Calendar
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

10 Weeks

Monday 30 January

Prep, KG, Yrs 7, 11 and Yr 12 Commence

Tuesday 31 January

All students Commence

Friday 7 April

Term 1 Concludes

Friday 14 April

Good Friday

Monday 17 April

Easter Monday

9 Weeks
Monday 24 April

Term 2 Commences

Friday 23 June

Term 2 Concludes

Monday 12 June

Queen’s Birthday

Tuesday 25 April

Anzac Day

10 Weeks
Monday 17 July

Staff Professional Development Day

Tuesday 18 July

Term 3 Students Commence

Friday 22 September

Term 3 Concludes

9 Weeks
Monday 9 October

Staff Professional Development Day

Tuesday 10 October

Term 4 Students Commence

Thursday 7 December

Term 4 Students Conclude

Friday 8 December

Staff Professional Development Day

Monday 2 October

Labour Day

THE ARNDELL ADVOCATE NEWSLETTER 2017

118 - 124 WOLSELEY ROAD OAKVILLE NSW

PH: 02 4572 3633

‘Learning through Christ’

College Contacts
Headmaster:

Mr Gareth Leechman

Deputy Head:

Mr James Webb

Head of Senior School:

Mr Leighton Corr

Head of Middle School:

Mr Austin Robinson

Head of Junior School:

Rev. Keith Peterson

Director of Curriculum:

Mrs Karen Merrick

Director of Teaching and Learning:

Mr Jim Milford

Chaplain:

Rev. Jeremy Clark

Business Manager:

Mrs Jodie Woods

Enrolments Manager:

Mrs Roxanne Arnold

Careers and Tertiary Education Advisor:

Mr Tom Lavelle

Equestrian Co-ordinator:

Miss Kristen Bailey
equestrian@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Uniform Shop:

Mrs Liz Moore – 4572 3254
Tuesday and Thursday (Term Time)
8:20 am – 11:00 am & 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm

Before and After School Care:

Camp Australia - 1300 105 343 (for bookings)
www.campaustralia.com.au
Before School Care: 6:45 am – 8:45 am
After School Care: 2:45 pm – 6:00 pm
Amber Torney (Co-ordinator) – 0401 904 531

P & F President:

Mrs Siggy Grima
Email: Siggy@kellyvillepets.com.au

Canteen:

Monday – Friday – 4545 2486

Website:

www.arndell.nsw.edu.au

General:

02-4572 3633
enquiries@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Advocate Newsletter:

roxanne.arnold@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Sport Scene Newsletter:

peter.gordon@arndell.nsw.edu.au
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