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From the Headmaster
Mr Gareth Leechman
Welcome back everyone and I hope you all had a relaxing and rejuvenating three week break.
I would like to start by thanking the College community for a very productive first semester, it
certainly did have its challenges, but a great deal of productive work was completed and the
continued improvement of the education we offer here was maintained. At the start of the year,
I encouraged the College community to do two things:
1.

Acknowledge and celebrate the achievements and changes we as a group of educators
have been able to experience over the past seven years; we have seen 50% enrolment
growth in the past seven years and this is very impressive in light of the fact that the
Hawkesbury is only area in metropolitan Sydney with a declining enrolment base; we have
seen a real change in the learning culture within our College and this is continuing; we have
seen a greater engagement in the co-curricular offerings in the College and the clear
tangible benefits that this brings; we have been able to experience what it is like working in
a school with a strengthening financial position and finally, and importantly to many of us,
we have seen a greater engagement from our community with the Christian message,
which is at the heart of what we do. However, whilst all of this is exciting and pleasing I
also wanted to challenge us.

2.

Whilst all of the things that we have achieved together is good, right and proper there is
still much to be done. The job is not finished yet! It is the danger that many schools find
themselves in, when things are going well they take their mind off continued selfimprovement, college improvement, culture improvement and student improvement.
Often with negative consequences and outcomes. The challenge then for us, which I
poised at the start of 2017 was how can we continue to improve and the answer to this
lay in the continued implementation of our current strategic plan, both individually and
collectively. It is essential that we finish 2017 as strongly as we started it, that we continue
to improve what we do inside and outside of the classroom that we continue to implement
the strategic plan, so that the vision for the College becomes a reality.
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That vision is to see our students flourish, to see our students have a clear understanding of
who they are and who they are before God, that they have an opportunity to develop the gifts
and skills that they have been given.
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But not only that, our vision includes our staff and we want to see them grow and flourish. Now this will only be
achieved if we are willing to personally, possess a growth mindset ourselves. Over the past two years members of
the Pedagogy Committee have been working through the philosophy of the growth mindset and this has started to
be shared amongst our community. If we do not believe that we have the capacity to develop and grow then we will
not. If we do not believe we have the capacity to change and become better then we will not try to change.
It is my hope and prayer that Semester 2 will be a productive one for all. There is much for us to celebrate and there
is much for us to do.

From the Chaplain
Rev. Jeremy Clark
Hebrews 4:12a
‘For the word of God is alive and powerful. It is sharper than the sharpest two-edged sword, cutting
between soul and spirit, between joint and marrow.’
God’s word is alive, powerful and sharper than any two edged sword. However, often we may struggle to understand
it. In the 14th century it was even harder to understand. Up until this time the Bible was only translated into Latin,
and that had been done a thousand years earlier. John Wycliffe believed the Bible should be read in the common
language. Despite opposition he organised for the Old and New Testaments to be translated so that people could
read and understand it.
Many years after Wycliffe’s death he was declared to be a heretic for his teaching. His remains were burnt and his
works destroyed. Fortunately, some of those works, and especially his thinking, were preserved. Thankfully others
followed his ideal so that today we have the Bible in English. We can read and understand it for ourselves. Of
course, we still have to ensure we read it carefully.
2017 marks 500 years since the beginning of the Reformation of the church. Over the following Advocates I plan to
explore a number of historical figures who contributed to a significant change in church history. Wycliffe was a
significant forerunner of these changes. He was convinced that everyone should be able to read the Bible in their
own language so they too may hear God’s words. What a blessing we now have the Bible in our languages, I hope
you might read it as well.
If you wish to chat about the Christian faith or ask general questions about chaplaincy, please contact the Chaplaincy
Team at the College.

From the Career’s Office
Mr Tom Lavelle
Western Sydney Careers Expo, Olympic Park Showground – 23rd June, 2017
On the last day of Term 2, all of Years 11 and 12 attended the Western Sydney Careers Expo at Homebush. It has
been a long standing tradition for Year 12 but due to the high number of feedback comments from previous Year 12
students as to “we wish we could have done this earlier” in terms of establishing motivation and potential career paths,
Mr. Webb kindly approved including Year 11 for the first time.
The Expo is a huge event, with hundreds of exhibitors including NSW TAFE, the majority of Australian and an
increasing number of international universities, private academies offering courses in the Arts (including Music and
IT), business groups including real estate and even the Defence Forces. The Expo attracts many thousands of
students from a huge cross-section of schools. There is actually a great value simply in Arndell students having the
opportunity to see and meet so many students with whom they are undertaking Higher School Certificate studies.
Upon arrival at the Expo, students were free to wander around inside The Dome seeking out exhibitors or courses of
interest to them. The Expo also offers seminar programmes.
Year 11 and 12 Arndell students were outstanding ambassadors for the College. They were sensible and took
advantage of the opportunity to clarify their future options. Quite a few returned weighed down with “show bags” of
information, many with advertising beanies and a pair of special TAFE glasses. The feedback from those students
who went was overwhelmingly positive from both Year groups and we will be offering this great opportunity to Year
11 again in future.
My thanks to Mr Corr and Mrs Robinson for their company and support on the day.
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Australian Geography Competition
Mr Matthew Oakes
During Term one, a number of Arndell Geography students participated in the Australian
Geography Competition. Our students competed against 70,000 other students from 670
schools across Australia putting their mapping skills and geographical reasoning to the
ultimate test.
We are pleased to announce that the 2017 competition brought with it our best results in the
Competition to date.
A special congratulations to Jake James who finished in the Top 1% of Year 10 students in
Australia.
High Distinction
Brittany Clapham
Joel Denning
Annalyse Garton
Caitlyn Holder
Jack Kenyon
David Lavelle

Distinction
Hannah Batchelor
Jack Donaldson
Clayton Isaacs
Taylor Newland
Henry Peters
Nicholas Rogers
Alexander Sullivan
Olivia Vella

Credit
Joshua Banos
Bryan Birrell-Luttrell
Lucy Bittendorfer
Grace Brown
Zac Chapple
Brandon Clark
Grace Cleary
Amy Cumming
Nicholas Eglin

Oliver Hoinville
Freeman Liu
Mikayla McVicar
Joanna Nanthakumaran
Olivia O’Rourke
Emily Osborne
Thomas Purser-Hanson
Teale Simmons
Riley Stanton

Enrolments @ Arndell
Mrs Roxanne Arnold
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Message from NESA
Mrs Karen Merrick
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Term 2 – Eagles Wings STEM Minecraft
Mr Steven Catt
Scan the QR Codes with a QR Scanning App on your smart device to
see some of the excellent roller-coasters designed and made by the
Term 2 Eagles Wings STEM Minecraft Group!

Angus Biddle

Ryan Carey

Brayden Hill

Denzel Freitas

Caleb Hayden

Angus Ayres

Daniel Davey

Junior School Parents!
Don’t forget to sign up to your child’s
Seesaw account to keep up to date with
the amazing work they are doing! Also,
please leave comments on their work,
they love it!!! If you need your login code
again please see your child’s teacher.
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Junior School Athletics Carnival
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2017 Term Calendar
Term 1

Term 2

Term 3

Term 4

10 Weeks
Monday 30 January

Prep, KG, Yrs 7, 11 and Yr 12 Commence

Tuesday 31 January

All students Commence

Friday 7 April

Term 1 Concludes

Friday 14 April

Good Friday

Monday 17 April

Easter Monday

9 Weeks
Monday 24 April

Term 2 Commences

Friday 23 June

Term 2 Concludes

Monday 12 June

Queen’s Birthday

Tuesday 25 April

Anzac Day

10 Weeks
Monday 17 July

Staff Professional Development Day

Tuesday 18 July

Term 3 Students Commence

Friday 22 September

Term 3 Concludes

9 Weeks
Monday 9 October

Staff Professional Development Day

Tuesday 10 October

Term 4 Students Commence

Thursday 7 December

Term 4 Students Conclude

Friday 8 December

Staff Professional Development Day

Monday 2 October

Labour Day
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College Contacts
Headmaster:

Mr Gareth Leechman

Deputy Headmaster:

Mr James Webb

Head of Senior School:

Mr Leighton Corr

Head of Middle School:

Mr Austin Robinson

Head of Junior School:

Rev. Keith Peterson

Director of Curriculum:

Mrs Karen Merrick

Director of Teaching and Learning:

Mr Jim Milford

Chaplain:

Rev. Jeremy Clark

Business Manager:

Mrs Jodie Woods

Enrolments Manager:

Mrs Roxanne Arnold

Careers and Tertiary Education Advisor:

Mr Tom Lavelle

Equestrian Co-ordinator:

Miss Kristen Bailey
equestrian@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Uniform Shop:

Mrs Liz Moore – 4572 3254
Tuesday and Thursday (Term Time)
8:20 am – 11:00 am & 2:30 pm – 4:00 pm

Before and After School Care:

Camp Australia - 1300 105 343 (for bookings)
www.campaustralia.com.au
Before School Care: 6:45 am – 8:45 am
After School Care: 2:45 pm – 6:00 pm
Amber Torney (Co-ordinator) – 0401 904 531

Canteen:

Monday – Friday – 4545 2486

Website:

www.arndell.nsw.edu.au

General:

02-4572 3633
enquiries@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Advocate Newsletter:

roxanne.arnold@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Sport Scene Newsletter:

peter.gordon@arndell.nsw.edu.au
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