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Courage - An Attribute for Learning
At the first high school assembly this term, Mr Leechman addressed the
student body with the theme of courage – courage to try new things, courage
to lead and courage to learn. Courage is an attribute which can be defined as
being motivated from the heart to do something brave. In this context, we
often associate courage with the bravery of our servicemen and women,
superheroes and the like.
We also know about courage from many stories in the Bible. David showed
courage in his battle with Goliath, trusting in his experiences and skills which
God had given him in the face of adversity or Peter and John, who were
persecuted for preaching about Jesus. Even today, we continue to see and
hear courageous stories of Christians being persecuted for their faith in Jesus.

What does Courage look like in Learning?
This is a question which the Pedagogy Committee at Arndell has asked, and
one which created much discussion. In the book Virtuous Minds, author Philip
Dow, refers to intellectual courage as being someone who “takes risk in the
pursuit of truth, they are willing to reconsider their own beliefs, even if it scares
them.” Once they have done so, though, they “stick to their guns, even if the
majority mocks or threatens them.”
Taking lead from this description of Intellectual Courage, we have defined
what we believe courage in learning looks like as part of the Learning Journey
Framework.
A courageous learner, in the Arndell Learning Community, is one who strives
to demonstrate courage in learning, by taking initiative when trying new things
and being resilient when facing challenges. A courageous learner at Arndell
will take risks in the pursuit of excellence and will ask questions so that they
grow and progress across all areas of their learning.

A reminder that the High School Camp for 2018 is a four day program for Years 7, 8, 9, 10 & 11. The program
will commence on Tuesday 25 September and conclude on Friday 28 September.
Year 12 Study camp program will be a three day program commencing from Wednesday 26 September and
conclude on Friday 28 September.
If your child will be absent during the camp period (in part or full) an Application for Extended Absence
or Exemption must be completed and approved by the Headmaster. Please note that no applications for leave
will be considered after 19 September 2018, unless the absence is due to an illness, emergency or unforeseen
circumstance. Forms can be found on the College website:
https://www.arndell.nsw.edu.au/sites/default/files/Application%20for%20Extended%20Absence%20or%20Ex
emption_0.pdf

A Donkey Speaks - Strange but True
Numbers 23:23
No curse can touch Jacob;
no magic has any power against Israel.
For now it will be said of Jacob,
‘What wonders God has done for Israel!’
I’ve seen it so often in cartoons, movies and the like where an animal speaks audible sentences to its owner
when it comes to real life, there are times I wish I knew what animals are thinking. We can learn to read their
signs but we don’t expect the animal to actually voice a sentence or have a conversation with us. If it were to
happen, surely we’d take notice, we’d even ask, ‘Why?’.
In Numbers Balaam’s donkey speaks back to him. The donkey asks why he has beaten him three times for
some unusual behaviour. It turns out the donkey had seen an angel and tried to avoid it by running away,
pushing against a wall and dropping to the ground. Balaam could not see the angel but then his eyes were
opened.
Even more than this, God’s people don’t know what is going on with Balaam. Balaam has been called in by a
king, Balak, to pronounce a curse on the nation of Israel (also known as Jacob). However, God has chosen
to bless his people. The evil intentions of Balak are thwarted as Balaam blesses, instead of cursing, Israel.
This strange but true story reminds us of God’s desire to bless those who have been chosen by him. God
uses his power to stop evil schemes and to bring good for his people, even if it seems to us everyone is against
us. Christians everywhere can declare, like Balaam, ‘What wonders God has done…’!
If you have any questions about the Christian faith or chaplaincy at the College,
please contact the Chaplaincy team.

In an effort to support our Country Cousins, one of our College families recently arranged the delivery of 23
tonnes of diesel, water, food, animal feed and 5 pallets of drinking water to farming families in desperate need
of some assistance.
Following 3 days of loading trailers with local community input the
McDonald Family set about on their 16 hour journey. The load was
received by the O’Brien family to distribute the contents amongst local
families in the Tottenham area.
An amazing effort and show of support to a region in desperate need.

Last Thursday night our Year 11 and Year 12 drama classes
performed items for Arndell on Stage.
The evening
showcased a variety of theatrical styles including physical
theatre, comedy, realism and verbatim theatre.
Each performance gave insight into different characters and
provided moments of laughter as well as moments that
challenged and inspired the audience.

The College is excited to announce a very special evening on Thursday September 6 2018
where we will be hosting our very first Sunset Movie Night.
As part of the Year 12 2018’s fundraising efforts, it has been decided that all proceeds from this event will be
donated to the Buy a Bale Project – which supports Aussie farmers and rural communities throughout Australia.
This drought appeal campaign is providing meaningful support for farmers by delivering hay and other essential
items to farmers who have no feed left for their cattle. You can also donate to Buy a Bale via the following
link: https://www.buyabale.com.au/

Congratulations to Emma Fallon (Yr 11) and Tayla Folbigg (Yr 10) who have had great
success in this year’s Rotary Art Prize. This prize is sponsored by the Rotary Club of
Richmond who are committed to fostering young creative talent in the area. They each
came runner up in their categories and won a cash prize of $400.
Please join us at Art @ Arndell an exhibition of student works on 30 August at 6.00 pm.

Le Pain Perdu
‘Le Pain Perdu’ literally
means ‘lost bread’.
However it is simply
referring to bread that
has gone stale. Food is
not to be wasted...so if
the bread goes stale,
you make French Toast!
Which is exactly what
Year 11 did last week!
Bon appétit !!

In Week 4 of Term 2 the Blue classes for Years 7, 9 and 10 History plus a few invitees took part in the Australian
History Competition. This is a 50 question source based activity that requires students to have a general
knowledge of History beyond the syllabus as well as the skills of source usage and analysis. The results from
this competition were very pleasing and included 4 High Distinctions across Years 7, 9 & 10. Well done to all
those involved!
Results
High Distinctions
7 Blue
Emily Pisani
Ryan Montibeler

9 Blue
Jackson Deane

10 Blue
Clayton Isaacs

9 Blue
Joey Mezzomo
Rebekah Garlick
Tayla Muller
Taylah Cousins

10 Blue
Annalyse Garton
Caitlyn Holder
Deniel Havenga
Noah Shean
Olivia Vella
Rachel McMurray

Distinctions
7 Blue
Bella Mezzomo
Brady McPhee
Charlton Masher
Jake Beattie
Jenson Perry
Joshua Light
Natalie McMurray
In addition students achieved:

Credits

Merits

7 Blue & invitee
Ben Charlesworth
Morgan Nutt
Thomas Bittendorfer
William Hannah

9 Blue
Alvin Wu
Isabelle Brown
Laura Light
Mariam Hussein

10 Blue & invitee
Caitlin Pellew
Elizabeth Barter
Evie Haseldine
Gemma Thompson
Joshua Homann
Laura-Jessica Andersen

Anneliese Hughes
Daniel Longhurst
Isaac Delaney
Madison Isemonger
Piper Shean
Samuel Kennedy
Tess Moore
Zac Seward

Abigail Wright
Courtney Stafford
Jaidyn Ridge
Liam Wright
Mitchell Hermes

Abbey Price
Amelia Vesperman
Annabelle Beazley
Ava Worsley
Freeman Liu
Jack Donaldson
Joel Denning
Makenzie Thomas
Wil Linder
William Bell

Congratulations to Arndell student, India Culey of Year 8 who was recently among some of
Australia’s brightest young musicians to undertake an exciting week of learning and playing
under the guidance of Australia’s finest musicians.
The Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra conducted a five-day workshop in Sydney
in the historically informed performance (HIP) approach to music. Hosted by Santa Sabina
College, 33 talented young musicians worked intensively to create a fresh and inspiring
interpretation of Beethoven’s 1st Symphony. The week concluded with a Saturday
afternoon performance for an enthusiastic audience of friends, family and fans.
The musicians from the Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra shared their expertise and experience with
students by showing them how to create a sound and play in a style in keeping with the aesthetics of
Beethoven’s time. The sessions included full orchestral and sectional rehearsals, lectures and workshops, as
well as lots of singing, moving, dancing and socialising.
The program was directed by the Australian Romantic & Classical Orchestra’s concertmaster Rachael
Beesley, principal clarinettist Nicole van Bruggen (woodwind) and education manager Megan Lang
(woodwind).
Along with demonstrating the sounds of the historical instruments, information sessions were provided on the
importance of physical exercise, how to plan a practice routine, where to locate resources on historical
repertoire and style, Beethoven and the development of the symphony, as well as a Q&A with the tutors on
the working life of a musician.
For more information about concerts, education programs and bookings visit the orchestra’s website:
http://www.arco.org.au/.

Last Tuesday, 7 August, 24 students from Year 10 and
11 attended the annual Bible Society Masterclass event
with 700 students from schools across Sydney. It was a
chance for our students (most of whom are serving on
the 2018 Fiji Mission and Service Team) to be exposed
to Christian thinking in light of key topics in today’s
society.
The three topics were: 1) Has science buried God?
2) How do we respond to our Muslim neighbour? and
3) What has God got to do with sex?
Each topic challenged students to see how the Christian
position is reasonable, especially in response to a society
that is becoming increasingly polarised. Further to this,
students were encouraged to relate to others different
from themselves in respectful and considered ways. The
students represented the College well, with many taking
the opportunity to meet students from other schools.
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