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At the end of last term the College community grieved the loss of one our
dearly loved staff members Miss Karen Mitchell. Karen was developing into a
wonderful teacher of science, a supportive colleague and a caring mentor for
her students. Outside of the College Karen was actively involved in her
church, the Girl Guides and all things musical. Her memorial service at St
Stephen’s Anglican Church in Normanhurst celebrated her life, her
achievements and her passions. This service was followed up with one of our
own here at the College last week. Because so many staff, students and
community members could not attend the memorial service last term, we
arranged with the family the memorial service at the College so all members
of community could celebrate her life. On behalf of the family and the
College, thank you to everyone involved. Students behaved themselves
impeccably and took the time to reflect on Karen, her life and what she
believed in. It was a very moving experience and I know Karen's family were
grateful to have the opportunity to mourn with us for their daughter. So
thank you to all involved.
Cont. over

By the time this newsletter is printed it will already be the second week of the last term of the
year, only six more weeks to go! Term 4 is jam packed with so much; we farewell our Year 6
students as they move into the secondary school, our Year 10 cohort move onto work experience
and for some this will be their last week of school ever, for our students in Years 7 – 9 end of year
exams await and our current Year 11 now commence their HSC study. Whilst this might be the
shortest term of the year and the one that leads to the Christmas break it is essential that all
students remain focussed on the task at hand. The year is not yet finished and as per normal we
will be involved in the process of teaching and learning, pastoral care, character development
and co-curricular involvement right up until the end of the year. Our expectations will not
weaken over this
time period.
Combined with all this activity is the process of employing new staff for 2020. Over the coming
weeks I will be announcing to the community our new staff and there will be several. Arndell
Anglican College is going through a healthy process of renewal as we farewell some long
standing members of our community and celebrate those staff who will be leaving us to take on
promotional positions in other schools. Mrs Angela Webb (Head of LOTE), Mrs Connie Stephens
(Secondary School Librarian) and Mr Jim Milford (Director of Teaching and Learning) have
announced their decision to retire at the end of this year. Both Mrs Webb and Mrs Stephens have
served the College for over 25 years each and they will be sorely missed. We will celebrate their
contributions at the end of the year. Mr Leighton Corr (Head of Senior School) has now
commenced his position as Head of Secondary School at Penrith Anglican College. Mr Joshua
Mann (Assistant Chaplain) has accepted the role as a Year Advisor at Pacific Hills Christian
School and will commence that role in 2020. Finally, Mr Chris Chilton (Science teacher) has
accepted a teaching role at Arden Anglican School in Beecroft.
To date the following appointments have been made:
Mr Ian Finn has accepted the role of Director of Teacher Accreditation and Professional
Development. Ian is a former staff member of Arndell, who currently is Head of History at The
Kings’ School in Parramatta.
Mr David Hall (Currently Head of English) has accepted the role of Assistant Head of Secondary
School for 2020, however in the meantime he will be Acting Head of Senior School until the end
of this year.
Mrs Sarah Robinson has accepted the position of Head of English and her appointment in this
position commenced at the commencement of this term.
Mr George Cavanna has accepted the role of Assistant Head of English and he will commence in
2020.
Mr Brett Mills has accepted the position as Leader of Learning Stage 3.
As other appointments are made I will keep the community informed. Planning for 2020 and
beyond is progressing very well. I look forward to celebrating this term with you all.

CHAPLAINCY CHAT

REV JEREMY CLARK
Colossians 2:6-7
So then, just as you received Christ Jesus as Lord, continue to live
your lives in him, rooted and built up in him, strengthened in the
faith as you were taught, and overflowing with thankfulness.
I’ve just returned from another successful Fiji mission trip with our Secondary School students.
Once again our students were amazing in their engagement with Fijian culture. We were struck
by the welcoming nature of so many, inviting us into their lives and showing that customary
Fijian friendly face.
This year we made some closer connections with Fijian churches that we believe will provide for
ongoing long-term links. We were honoured to be the first overseas group to visit one of the
churches. As I sat talking with the pastor they were so appreciative to have us visit and are keen
to further develop our relationship in the future.
At the same time, I was saddened to hear Fijians telling me of the problems they experience
in their country. The treatment of women and the failure of Christian ministers to serve the
church were both highlighted to me. It’s easy for me to sit on the outside and judge this. I look at
our own country and realise we too have great weaknesses. My conclusion is that both countries
need a conversion to a foundation that is solid and secure.
Christians trust in Jesus, they show this in their lives that reflect Jesus love and care, holding to
the truth of the gospel and being thankful. I believe Jesus is the only one who can offer us this
secure foundation that leads to real change in our lives.
If you have any questions about the Christian faith or chaplaincy at the College, please contact
the Chaplaincy team.

GOLD DUKE OF EDINBURGH HIKE
NOAH SHEAN - YEAR 11

If you happened to be wandering the trails of the Heathcote National Park on the week of the 23rd
of September, a most frightening sight would meet you. A lonely band of intrepid wanderers,
marching to the blaring roar of Creedence Clearwater’s Fortunate Son, a mixture of horror, pain and
ecstasy on their faces, and the unified chant of “Bob the Second” caught lazily in the wind.
Four days, three nights and 60km later, I can happily say that our Gold Duke of Edinburgh hike was a
resounding success.
We left the College early Tuesday morning with a sort of grim optimism- the usual chatter masked
with the silent threat of the impending sore legs and blistered feet we knew were awaiting us. A few
pit stops later, we met our guides, Phil and Sam, outside of Helensburgh station. Divvying up the
group gear, finding our bearings and locating our campsite, we set off for North Era beach, the first
and shortest day of our journey. 8km, a domestic, and a few killer hills later, one by one we marched
into camp- a little sore, but pleased with the overall success of the day. Enjoying a well-deserved
late lunch and early dinner, we relaxed by the shore to a beautiful ocean sunset, and a few heated
games of Emperor/Scum.
As a stray wallaby stole food from our packs, we woke in the early hours of the morning for a swift
breakfast and a quick start to our longest day; about 23km. And oh boy did we feel it. Walking on
sand, up and down hills and stairs- oh so many stairs. But it was worth it. The satisfaction of walking
into our cosy little campground at Kingfisher Pond was immeasurable. After a long day of hiking,
dipping our feet (and for some their whole bodies) into those freezing waters whilst we snacked and
planned for our next day was a beautiful feeling. Tired, and ready for another early start, everyone
was quick to bed.
Similar to our first morning, we decided to wake at the crack of dawn to get ahead of the day, giving
us more time for rest and relaxation later in the afternoon. Wandering through the beautiful Royal
National Park, we had a chance to reflect not only on our journey, but on the amazing sights around
us. Beautiful rock pools, waterfalls, and treasure hungry eels. By the time we limped into camp,
everyone was beginning to feel the stress of the past couple days. Blistered feet, chafed shoulders
and sore backs, we spent the rest of the evening tending our wounds and playing a quite
intense few games of Mafia.
Whilst in our preparation before the hike we chose to opt out on our last day, travelling only 5km
instead of 13km, we decided that we would make the full journey back to Port Hacking. Instilled
with renewed strength, partly due to the motivation from our guides and Rev Clark and partly
due to our promise of a delicious Bob the Second, we flew past Audley Flats and up Artillery Flats, to
cover 13km in just under 3 and a half hours, making it back to Port Hacking just before 10.30. Proud
with our efforts, we decided it was only fair to celebrate our achievements with a trip to Grill on
George, consuming burgers too big even for our own imaginations, and delighting in the shared
sense of accomplishment and fellowship.
All in all those few days were more than just a box to tick for a certificate. This hike was a chance for
us as a group to grow closer together, discover more about ourselves and appreciate the beauty of
the world, God’s great gift to us.

ENROLMENTS AND 2020 ORIENTATION EVENTS
MRS PENNY FINLAY
Arndell currently has limited enrolments available for entry into Pre-Kindergarten, Kindergarten,
Year 7, and other year groups for 2020. If you are looking towards a 2020 enrolment, please
contact me to submit an application for enrolment and organise a tour of the College.
Phone: 4572 3633 or email penny.finlay@arndell.nsw.edu.au
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