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From the Director of Teaching & Learning
Mr Jim Milford
Teacher growth assists student growth.
In my article earlier this year I referred to teacher growth and accreditation. To
this end, we were able to congratulate four of our teaching staff during our staff
development day at the beginning of the term for gaining Proficient Teacher
accreditation through NESA. This is significant for an early career teacher. It is
the second step in the career of being a teacher, the first gaining a credential
from university. Another four members of staff will be submitting evidence for
Proficient Teacher later this term. The process is quite involved where the
candidate has to collect evidence covering 37 standard descriptors from the
Australian Teaching Standards, have a report written by their Middle Leader
(supervisor) and be observed by both Dr Leechman and myself. We have also,
just last month, had 5 of our staff put in submissions for Experienced Teacher
accreditation with the Independent Schools Teacher Accreditation Authority
(ISTAA). This is the next level up in accreditation in independent schools. We
look forward to hearing the results in the coming weeks with positive anticipation.
From the beginning of 2018, all teachers are bound by the accreditation
processes to keep up-to-date with their knowledge and practice.
This
commitment usually comes in the form of completing at least 100 hours of
professional development over a five year period. This can be accrued via
workshop attendance eg. the Teacher Learning Communities Arndell runs
regularly after school with the staff. One such group developed much of the staff
development day earlier this term around what we refer to as the Learning
Journey which is one aspect of our Pedagogy Framework developed with the
Pedagogy Committee under the guidance of Mrs Merrick, Director of Curriculum.
Of course, included in what counts as professional development, are the courses
the College has staff engage with to keep at the pointy end of the latest practice
in the classroom. These include online and face-to-face courses like the 45 hour
online Harvard Visible Thinking course which some 40 staff have completed over
the past few years.
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All of this professional activity has had a noticeable impact in the classroom over
the past few years especially since the Reflection and Professional Growth
process for staff was implemented in 2016 and the Pedagogy Framework was
initiated.
It is rewarding to see both Arndell staff and students able to appreciate their
environment and grow through a Christian world view via all these opportunities.

Chaplaincy Chat
Rev. Jeremy Clark
Fiji Mission #2 – the Problem of our World
Mark 8:34b
If any of you wants to be my follower, you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.
Last Advocate I reflected on the events of the Fiji Mission for 2018. As time goes on I find myself continuing
to be challenged by what happened during our time in Fiji. Last time I said, ‘We saw our students affected
personally by the culture in Fiji. ... Back in Australia it seems God is very distant, in Fiji we grappled with the
concept that God was working powerfully. ... We were challenged to consider how much stuff we have and
whether it actually diminishes our quality of life.’
One of the Christians in Fiji commented to me saying, ‘the greatest problem for the church in Fiji is the influence
of countries like yours.’ Firstly, I was saddened by this comment. I wondered why, what had we done? He
elaborated for me, ‘When you come across with all your stuff Christians focus on the stuff and forget Jesus’.
Now I felt rebuked in my own priorities in life, my desire to provide ‘nice’ things for myself and my family, did
this take my focus away from Jesus and living for him?
I believe some of Jesus’ most challenging words to his followers were, ‘If any of you wants to be my follower,
you must give up your own way, take up your cross, and follow me.’ Again I find myself realising how we do
such a good job of pretending God is not there or even necessary. However, built into these words is the
reminder of the cross. Jesus’ death on the cross dealt with our biggest problem in life, a problem that no
wealth in the world can overcome, that of sin. I pray we would see through the trappings of our world to see
the infinite worth of relationship with God. If you have any questions about the Christian faith or chaplaincy at
the College, please contact the Chaplaincy team.

Fiji Mission
Mr Joshua Mann
The Fiji Mission and Service trip was an amazing time of fellowship and community building amongst our team
as well as with the Fijian locals. Our accommodation at Homes of Hope provided great amenities for our team
to adequately rest and rejuvenate each afternoon and evening. It was a pleasure to partner with this
organisation that provides safety and support for women and children who are at risk.
Our students lives were enriched by hearing the story of Homes of Hope and spending time with the residents,
we hope to build upon this relationship in future years. From Homes of Hope we travelled to different locations
around Suva to serve and partner with different organisations. Our trip to Muanivatu, a settlement within Suva
was a highlight of the trip as staff and students ran classes and games for the children in the Kindy which
culminated in a game of rugby in the pouring rain. Over the next few days at St Christopher’s orphanage and
Naimalavau Village the team served with selfless passion
and excitement, playing and dancing with the children from
both places without a rest or regard to their energy levels.
It was a privilege to serve alongside our students and see
them flourish in a culture that is far removed from their current
context. God blessed us with an amazing staff team who
went above and beyond to care for our students physically,
emotionally and spiritually. Thank you to Rev. Jeremy Clark,
Mr Andrew Polkinghorne, Mrs Amy Woodward,
Miss Karen Mitchell and Mrs Tamasin Lowe who gave up
their time to ensure our students had a safe and fulfilling
experience. Overall, Fiji 2018 was an unforgettable and eyeopening experience for many of our students that saw God
work in incredible ways in and through our team.

Student Achievement
Congratulations to Caitlin who received the Baulkham Hills Shire Netball Association 'Speedie Perpetual
Trophy' in recognition of her commitment, participation and time management skills throughout the 2018
season, all whilst doing her HSC.
Caitlin has had an awesome year and some of the highlights for which she received the 'Speedie' trophy were:


Played and Umpired at Night Inter-District.



Was invited to umpire at Representative Metro
League but chose to play instead.



Selected as a Western Sydney Academy of Sport
Umpire.



Mentored junior umpires.



Umpired at the NSW Inter-Academy Games in
Orange.



Invited to umpire at the GWS Fury U/23 trials.

This award also comes after receiving her club (Rouse
Hill Rams) 'Netballer of the Year' award, again for her
commitment, participation and enthusiasm for netball
which this year included playing, umpiring, coaching,
mentoring and grading. Well done Caitlin!

Hunter Valley Beef Bonanza
Mrs Nicole Evans
Arndell recently took a team of 5 students and 3 steers to Scone last week for the Upper Hunter Beef Bonanza.
The students washed, groomed and prepared these steers well. This show is the biggest steer show in
Australia with 400 cattle and 850 students in attendance. In the steer parading section, Natalie Zaiter received
a 2nd place for students aged 15 years. This was the first time she has shown a cow at a show, so a great
achievement.
Although our steers did not place in the live section, we placed in the carcase section. Our steer Gravy received
3rd place in the heavy middleweight section with a score of 85.55%. T-Bone received 6th place in the
heavyweight section with a score of 88.97% and finally Meatloaf placed 11th in the middleweight section with
a score of 81.87%.
We are extremely happy with the results and would like to thank Shane our Agriculture Groundsman also for
his help in caring for the animals.

Camp Australia News

Holiday Camp @ Arndell

2019 Calendar
Term 1
Term Commences

Term Concludes

Tuesday, 29 January

Wednesday, 30 January

Prep, Kindergarten, Year 7, 11 and 12

All Students

Friday, 12 April

Term 2
Term Commences

Monday, 29 April

Public Holidays

Good Friday – Friday, 19 April
Easter Monday – Monday, 22 April
Queen’s Birthday – Monday, 10 June

Term Concludes

Friday, 28 June

Term 3
Term Commences

Tuesday, 23 July

Term Concludes

Friday, 27 September

Term 4
Term Commences

Tuesday, 15 October

Term Concludes

Thursday, 5 December

2018 Calendar
Term 1
Term Commences

Public Holidays

Monday, 29 January

Tuesday, 30 January

Prep, Kindergarten, Year 7, 11 and 12

All Students

Good Friday, 30 March
Easter Monday, 2 April

Term Concludes

Friday, 13 April

Term 2
Term Commences

Monday, 30 April

Public Holidays

Queen’s Birthday – Monday, 11 June

Term Concludes

Friday, 29 June

Term 3
Term Commences

Tuesday, 24 July

Term Concludes

Friday, 28 September

Term 4
Term Commences

Tuesday, 16 October

Term Concludes

Thursday, 6 December

College Contacts
Headmaster:

Mr Gareth Leechman

Deputy Headmaster:

Mr James Webb

Head of Senior School:

Mr Leighton Corr

Head of Middle School:

Mr Austin Robinson

Head of Junior School:

Rev. Keith Peterson

Deputy Head of Junior School:

Mrs Tamasin Lowe

Director of Curriculum:

Mrs Karen Merrick

Director of Teaching & Learning:

Mr Jim Milford

Chaplain:

Rev. Jeremy Clark

Business Manager:

Mrs Jodie Woods

Enrolments Manager:

Mrs Roxanne Arnold – 4572 2472

Careers and Tertiary Education Advisor:

Mr Tom Lavelle

Equestrian Co-ordinator:

Mr Leon Carroll
equestrian@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Uniform Shop:

Mrs Liz Moore – 4572 3254
Shop Opening Hours – Term Time
Monday – 2.30 pm to 4.00 pm
Tuesday – 8.15 am to 4.00 pm
Thursday – 8.15 am to 6.00 pm

Before and After School Care:

Camp Australia - 1300 105 343 (for bookings)
www.campaustralia.com.au
Before School Care: 6:45 am – 8:45 am
After School Care: 2:45 pm – 6:00 pm
Coordinator – 0401 904 531

Canteen:

Monday – Friday – 4545 2486

Website:

www.arndell.nsw.edu.au

Advocate Newsletter:

roxanne.arnold@arndell.nsw.edu.au

Sport Scene Newsletter:

sport@arndell.nsw.edu.au

